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Mucous membrane color. So this is one of the easiest 
parameters to monitor, though my eyes and what you see, 
are two totally different things, right? And so I don't know if 
you guys remember, it's probably like at least five or six 
years ago, there was going this meme around where, is it a 
blue dress? Is it a black dress? Is it a gold dress? And 
everybody was seeing a different variety of colors. We were 
all arguing about it on social media. 


The reality is it's like, Yes, my vision and what I see might be 
slightly different than yours. It's not 100% accurate for that 
reason. So lighting might trip you up, anemia, or the color 
icterus. So yellow, for example. Any presence of cyanosis is 
hands down life-threatening. 


So we take a look at this dog here, very cyanotic. That's 
pretty conclusive that we're not breathing too well, right? But 
just so you know, if the animal is icterus, jaundice, yellow in 
any sort of color, or anemic, that will trump the color blue. So 
if you have an anemic animal, they're just going to probably 
look pale white. You won't be able to appreciate the 
cyanosis, the blue color, because the white will trump it. And 
then certainly, lighting. It might be a little bit too visually 
difficult to see that color. 



